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violently opposed by Fox and North, he joined forces vith
Sulivan. It was through him that a majority of the Direc-
tors were induced to support Pitt's Ministry and were re-
conciled to his first India Bill. Both he and Sulivan
managed the elections to the Court of Directors, and when
the Hoiiae of (Vmuuojis \vas dissolved by Pitt, lie assured
the latter that he would obtain a majority for Mm in the
ensuing elections with the help of the India interests.
The belief was widespread that Pitt had been carried into
office on the shoulders of the Indian interests, and that
having been safely provided now with a majority by the
same interests, he could ride securely; and Burke openly
made the accusation in Parliament that, through thts
agency of Atkinson, Pitt had received a good volume of
support from the creditors of the Nawab of Aicot. Ac-
cording to him, the East Indians 'have united themselves
into one great and, in my opinion, formidable club which
though now quiet, may be brought into action with, conside-
rable unanimity and force/ In the House there were de-
finitely 14 members of the Arcot Interest, of whom 11 wore
openly pledged to the support of Pitt.
Atkinson, in association with Sulivan, and with James
Macpherson, began a very bad piece of intrigue. Ho
wanted to bring about the annulment of the assignment of
the Carnatic revenues to the Company; and Sulivan pro-
mised to support him in the claim for the liquidation of the
Nawab's private debts, on the definite condition that At-
kinson should join forces with him to get the assignment
cancelled. The creditors were vociferous and their num-
bers had become greatly augmented by the forging and the
circulation of a large quantity of fictitious bonds. All of
them demanded sums which were held to a large extent to
" be both doubtful in origin and exaggerated in amount/'
The Nawab, whose only object was to play the creditors
against the Company and to gain back the assignment he
had made, deliberately admitted the justice of all the cre-
ditors' demands. In fact, he virtually became a party
acting openly in collusion with the creditors. James Mac-
pherson9 now wanted to get from Pitt and Dundas an assu-
rance that all the Nawab's debts in their entirety, i.e., in-
cluding those of the private creditors, would be assured ol
(9)           He was the Nawab >s agent in England and along with
deserted Fox and North for Pitt.